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COCKBURN RETURNED AND SERVICES LEAGUE OF AUSTRALIA — 100TH ANNIVERSARY 
Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Veterans Issues) [2.09 pm]: I rise today to inform the house of 
a recent and very special centenary commemoration of the Cockburn Returned and Services League of Australia. 
First established on 19 October 1919, for a hundred years the Cockburn RSL has helped to create a connected 
sense of community amongst its returned service men and women. To this day, its near 300 members continue to 
benefit from the great work of this longstanding RSL. With several members in their nineties, the club’s strong 
membership and enduring friendships demonstrate the power of community as we help one another. In marking 
the centenary, I had the distinct honour to officially unveil a commemorative plaque at the Cockburn RSL as well 
as launch the sub-branch’s new veterans hub. The veterans hub will offer a private and confidential space within 
the Hamilton Hill–based sub-branch. The hub will provide veterans with access to a dedicated support network in 
a confidential environment. 
The symbolism of the anniversary continues from last month’s commemoration of the final troopship to reach port 
in Fremantle a hundred years ago, which brought home the last Western Australian soldiers to have served in the 
First World War. I acknowledge and commend Cockburn RSL President, “Digger” Cleak, for his tireless efforts 
in supporting and advocating for our state’s veterans, along with his fellow committee members Kay Cleak—
no relation; actually, she is his wife—and Mr Arthur Stanton, who have long supported the development of the 
hub. His commitment and hard work is a continual reminder of how important our veterans are to the very fabric 
of Western Australia’s community. We must constantly recognise that it was their individual acts of sacrifice and 
service that enable us to enjoy the freedoms that we do today. This will not be the last of the sub-branches of the 
RSL that will turn 100 years old. I look forward to bringing further attention to those. 
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